
  
 

 

 

“Love Gave” 
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16 RSV). 
The man was angry. He muttered to the deacon on his way out of church, “Give, 

give, give. That’s all that preacher knows to talk about!” The deacon called 
him back and said, “Thank you. That’s one of the best definitions of Christian 
love I have ever heard.” 

Right at the heart of this great text is the word “gave.” It is the word that expresses 
what love does. “For God so loved the world that he gave    

What does love give? 

Love gives a second chance to the creation. Like 
the Bible itself, John 3:16 begins with God. “In the beginning God creat-
ed” the world and all that is in it. Love created humans who could be loved and 
who could love in return. The humans created to love mistrusted, and disobeyed 
God. Pride entered the human family, and suddenly life was complicated. The 
humans went into hiding.  But God did not give up on His creation. He came 
searching for the man and the woman. The story of Jesus reveals God gave His 
only Son.” Jesus came and found us.  God has found us in Jesus, to bring us into 
His protection and out of the danger of condemnation. (John 3:17). 
Love gives compassion to the entire world. God’s 

love was sent to us. The warmth of His devotion came down to us in Jesus Christ, 
the Son.  Religion is about what sacrifice a person can bring to their god to ap-
pease him and to justify self.  Not the Christian faith. The Gospel states there is 
nothing a person can offer God in exchange for their soul (Mark 8:37). God pro-
vides the sacrifice. Jesus is not man’s best gift offered to God; He is God’s best 
gift offered to man. God became the sacrifice of atonement. He died in our place. 
God’s love covers “Whoever believes in Him.”  

Love gives attention to our response. One of the evi-

dences of God’s love is that He pays attention our response to His love.  
“Believing” means trusting with the whole heart upon Jesus Christ.  When we be-
lieve He will save us from death, deliver us from hell, and rescue us from the pen-
alty of sin (Rom. 6:23). He who believes in Jesus has no other hope. If He drops 
us, we are lost; if He forgets us, we are alone; if He fails us, we are helpless. He is 
faithful to us and will bring us home. Believing is our act of response to God’s love 
(John 3:16, 18).  Our trust in the work of Jesus pleases God.  
Love gives us cause for celebration. As God’s love 

touches us, we are delivered from death. We are transformed from darkness to 
light (John 3:21). We have real cause for celebration. The promise of eternal life 
(3:16) is the antidote to the poisonous fear people feel when they face eternity 
without the assurance that they will go to heaven when they die.  In Christ we 
have hope! God’s promise of eternal life is the tonic of joy. It is the cup of celebra-
tion. The joyful hope of the believer is that eternal life has been given to us now 
and we may live rejoicing in it today. Eternal life is a new kind of life; Jesus calls it 
abundant life (John 10:10); it is a full and fulfilling life in the here and now and a 
life without end in the sweet by and by.  One lovely Christian said, “All the way to 
heaven is heaven because Jesus said, ‘I am the way” (see John 14:6). When we 
walk with Jesus, we have light all the way. 
 

           Shadows around me, shadows above me, 
           Never conceal my Savior and guide; 
           He is the light, in him is no darkness; 
           Ever l’m walking close to his side. 
           Heavenly sunlight, heavenly sunlight 
           Flooding my soul with glory divine: 
           Hallelujah, I am rejoicing, 
           Singing his praises, Jesus is mine. 

—“Heavenly Sunlight,” H.J. Zelley 
 
Look what love does. It gives and gives and gives. God’s love gives His crea-
tion a second chance. God’s compassion reaches out to all the world and 
gives us an invitation. God gives attention to our response of faith. He gives 
us cause for celebration because He has set us free from fear and guilt. The 
gift is life abundant and life forever! That is a real cause for celebration!  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

¶ Month of February—Association Annual Diaper Drive for 
the Alabama Baptist Childrenôs Homeôs 

¶ Mar. 4-11— Week of Prayer For Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering 

¶ Mar. 11— Daylight Savings Time Begins 

¶ Mar. 13— Executive Board Meeting, Association Building 
@ 6:30 pm 

¶ Mar. 25— Palm Sunday 

¶ Mar. 30— Good Friday 

¶ Apr. 1— Easter Sunday 

 
New Samford MTI Bible Classes 

The next class offerd through Samfordôs MTI program will be 
ñParables of Jesusò. We will use James Montgomery Boiceôs 
book ñthe Parables of Jesusò as our text. This class will begin 
March 26th and end on May 16th Monday nights 6-9 pm at the 
Association Building and Wednesday mornings 9-12 am at FBC 

Woodstock.  
 

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering started in 1895 by Wom-
anôs Missionary Union to benefit the work of the Home Mission 
Board (now North American Mission Board). In 1934, it was 
named in honor of Annie Armstrong, a bold missions advocate 
and WMUôs first national executive leader. Today, more than $1 
billion has been donated by Southern Baptist churches and indi-
viduals. 
 
The 2018 theme is ñOn Mission: Here and Nowò. The Scripture 
verse is ñWe must not love with words or speech, but with truth 
and actionò (1 John 3:18, HSB). The national goal is $70 million. 
 
100% of your gifts go toward supporting missionaries who serve 
in compassion ministries and church planting.   
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                     

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 


